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Litigation Snapshot

The Federal Circuit’s 2015 reversal of a refusal
by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (PTO) to
register “The Slants” undid a decades-old
provision barring registration of disparaging
trademarks. While the PTO’s appeal awaits
action by the Supreme Court, observers have
turned their attention to a similar case pending
in the Fourth Circuit, in which the “Redskins”
trademarks were also canceled under Section 2a
of the Lanham Act. Should the Fourth Circuit
uphold the constitutionality of the provision,
Supreme Court intervention seems likely. Bayer
AG scored a win – also at the Fourth Circuit – in
March 2016 in its effort to cancel a competitor’s
trademark registration, even though Bayer has
no domestic rights to the mark in question. The
case could have wide-ranging implications for
foreign trademark owners who wish to enforce
their marks within the United States.

Who Needs To Know

» Trademark litigators
» Attorneys who focus on intellectual property

law
» Corporate counsel
» Judges and court staff across the entire U.S.
federal judiciary
» Professors, students, and library staff at every
accredited law school in the U.S.
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Trademark infringement
Dilution
Priority/registration
Internet issues
Trade dress
Trade secrets
Unfair competition
False advertising
Misrepresentation
Sovereign immunity
Jurisdiction
Right of publicity
Legislation
Insurance coverage

How Lexis Legal News Can Help

Mealey’s Litigation Report: Trademarks on Lexis
Legal News and via email delivery features unbiased
news stories, case summaries, attorney listings, and
the PDFs of court and agency documents and
regulations. Subscribers also receive expert
commentary articles and email bulletins of breaking
news. This valuable insight into current news and
litigation trends helps subscribers to advise clients,
prepare for trial, draft pleadings and briefs, develop
case strategies, formulate arguments, and build
compelling cases.
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